
Applying for DSTI-NRF Postgraduate Funding
for 2026
Casey Sparkes

CoE-MaSS Manager

6 June 2025



Criteria for allocation of funding

• Recommendation by the institution: merit - review panel;
• Knowledge domains as specified by the funder;
• Eligibility for uninterrupted NRF funding;
• Availability of budget;
• NRF Annual Performance Plan (APP) targets;
• Institutional rate of scholarship awards uptake;
• Postgraduate enrolments at each university;
• Institutional spread;
• Geographical area of applicants; and
• Eligibility for FCS Funding:

– Financial need as determined by ISFAP facilitated household means test;
– Previously NSFAS and/or ISFAP funded students;
– Persons living with a disability; and
– Academic high achievers.
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Targets for Bursary Allocation to Support Transformation



Postgraduate Call Documents – READ CAREFULLY

• DSTI-NRF Postgraduate Student Application and Funding Framework for 
the 2026 Academic Year 

• Application and Funding Guide for DSTI-NRF Master’s and Doctoral 
Scholarships 2026 

• Statement of Expectations for Postgraduate Training 
• DSTI-NRF Postgraduate Funding Policy and 2025 Call For Applications: 

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 

https://www.nrf.ac.za/dsti-nrf-postgraduate-student-funding-for-the-2026-academic-year/  

https://www.nrf.ac.za/dsti-nrf-postgraduate-student-funding-for-the-2026-academic-year/


NRF Application Screening Process

Verifying age eligibility

Age Eligibility Check

Employment Status
Check

Ensuring referee responses
are received

Referee Response
Verification

Checking employment
status

Ensuring all required
documents are attached

Assessing academic
eligibility

Academic Merit
Check

Attachment
Verification



Eligibility Criteria
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Levels of study Maximum period of support Citizenship eligible

Honours One (1) year
South African citizens and
permanent residents.

Masters Two (2) years

South African citizens, 
permanent residents and 
international students.

Doctoral Three (3) years

Master’s upgrade to 
doctoral Four (4) years

Extension Support for 
Masters and Doctoral Six (6) or twelve (12) months

Citizenship Eligibility and Funding Period for Postgraduate 
Student Funding
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The period of support is calculated from the first year of registration for the study or research 
regardless of NRF funding and excludes the pre-proposal year.



Eligibility criteria for First Time Applicants

Exceptional Academic 
Achievers

Financially needy & Students 
with disability

Honours

Doctoral

Masters

Full Cost Of Study
(SA Citizens and Permanent Residents)

• ≥ 75 % Mark in Final 
Year of study

• Field of study

• ≥ 75 % Mark for Honours
• Complete masters in two

years
• Field of study

• ≥ 75 % Mark for Masters
• Complete masters in two

years
• Field of study

• ≥ 65 % Mark in Final 
Year of study

• Field of study

• ≥ 65 % Mark for Honours
• Complete masters in two

years
• Field of study

• ≥ 65 % Mark for Masters
• Complete masters in two

years
• Field of study

Partial Cost Of Study
(SA Citizens; Permanent Residents and 5% Non-SA 

Citizens)

Other

• ≥ 65 % Mark in Final 
Year of study

• Field of study

• ≥ 65 % Mark for Honours
• Complete masters in two

years
• Field of study

• ≥ 65 % Mark for Masters
• Complete masters in two

years
• Field of study



Indicative Funding Values
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Applicable Allowances for 2026: FCS and PCS
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1. The scholarship amounts will be reviewed on an annual basis subject to the agreed CPI-linked sector-wide increases and alignment with the Guidelines for the Department
of Higher Education and Training Bursary Scheme for Students at Public Universities.
2. The electronic study device allowance will be provided as a once-off allowance for the duration of the postgraduate studies.
3. The Assistive Technology Device allowance will only be for students living with a disability.
4. Universities are requested to make monthly or quarterly payments to students.

Category

Funding per level of Postgraduate Study1

Honours Master’s Doctoral

FCS PCS FCS PCS FCS PCS

Value of the Scholarship

(Rand)4

R171,058
pa

R132,058
pa

R190,306
pa

R134,306
pa

R195,725
pa

R138,225
pa

Electronic study device

allowance (Rand)2 R10,000 n/a R10,000 n/a R10,000 n/a

Maximum Assistive 

Technology Device (Rand)3 R20,000 n/a R20,000 n/a R20,000 n/a



Financial Means Test for Continuing Masters and Doctoral 
students
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1. Student to 
liaise with DA

to initiate 
process of

undergoing a 
financial 

means test

2. Student will 
receive Excel 
spreadsheet 
and consent

form from DA to 
complete and 

send back to DA

3. DA submits 
completed

documents to the 
NRF by 15 August

annually

4. The NRF
submits the 

information to 
ISFAP

5.The NRF
provides 

outcomes of 
financial 

means test by 
15 December 

annually

Process to be followed by continuing NRF funded master’s and doctoral students on Partial
Cost of Study (PCS) who require a financial means test (FMT) to be upgraded depended
on the availability of the budget to Full Cost of Study (FCS):

This opportunity is only available to current NRF grantees who have never been assessed for FMT and are currently funded at PCS. It is 

important to note the following:

a. This does not guarantee that the PCS to FCS upgrade will be successful.

b. You are not eligible to submit if you have previously been assessed for financial need by NRF-ISFAP and are currently funded at PCS.

c. You are not eligible to submit if you have previously been funded by NSFAS or ISFAP and are currently funded at PCS.

d. The successful upgrade to FCS is contingent on budget availability.



Timelines for the Application Call
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Single NRF online application

ALL applicants must apply on 
https://nrfconnect.nrf.ac.za/

Students can choose a preferred 
programme:

• General Scholarship
• MINDS
• DAAD
• SASOL
• SASAC
• PDP
• Manus Matsci Scholarship
• Extension Support
• Grantholder linked

Include CoE-MaSS’ UID or grant 
application reference number as 

application requirement to identify NRF 
funded researchers 

(Rated Researchers; Grant-Holder 
Supervised; SARChI; CoEs etc.)

CoE-MaSS: 91486

Students to be considered for either 
Full Cost of Study or 
Partial Cost of Study 

funding based on 
financial means test

Full Cost of 
Study

Partial Cost 
of Study

1. Exceptional academic achievers
2. Financially needy
3. Students with disability

1. Other
2. International students

https://nrfconnect.nrf.ac.za/


Students' applications opening and closing dates 
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Level of study Opening Dates Closing Dates

Honours (General) 01 July 2025 21 November 2025 

NRF-SARAO Honours 01 June 2025 31 August 2025 

First-time Master's 

May 2025

04 July 2025 

First-time Doctoral 04 July 2025 

Master's and Doctoral Extension Support 15 August 2025



Ad-hoc application process
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1. Student 
through their 
supervisors 
to liaise with 
DA to initiate

process.

2. Student will 
receive the Ad-
hoc form DA to 
complete and 
send back to

DA.

3. DA submits 
completed

documents to the
NRF by 28
February 
annually.

4. The students 
must submit

approval by the 
higher degrees
committee at 
the time of 

application or 
with the PR.

5.The NRF
provides 

outcomes of 
end March.

Process to be followed by honours, master’s and doctoral students who are recruited by the
SARChI and CoEs at the start of the academic year who missed the open competitive call
process:

This opportunity is only available for research funded by the NRF such as SARChI, CoEs etc. It is important to note the following:
a. The students will be approved at PCS if they can't produce proof of NSFAS/ISFAP funding at the time of application.

b. Students will be provided with an opportunity for FMT assessment in August..

c. The successful upgrade to FCS is contingent on budget availability and outcomes will be communicated in December.



Review Process and Standardised Scorecard
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Review of Applications by HEIs

• Honours, masters and doctoral funding applications will be reviewed at the university / 
grantholder in the case of CoEs at which the student intends studying for the postgraduate 
degree.

• Reviews will be undertaken using standardised scorecards provided by the NRF.

• Only applications that are recommended for NRF funding based on the merit review, may be 
submitted to the NRF by the university Designated Authority.

• Applications that are not recommended for NRF funding based on the merit review, must be 
rejected on the online system with a comment by the university DA.

• The university Designated Authority must submit confirmation of the review process (Panel 
composition and panel outcomes) signed  by the Deans of Faculties or DVC Research.
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Honours Funding Review Scorecard: New Applications

18

Review Criteria and Weighting Description

1. Academic merit (40%) The average percentage mark for major subjects in final-year 
undergraduate or postgraduate certificate courses (NQF level 7).

2. Completion time for undergraduate 
degree (40%) 

Time taken to complete the undergraduate degree or 
postgraduate certificate courses (NQF level 7). 

3. Priority Research Area (20%) Research aligned with one of the national research priority areas. 



Masters Funding Review Scorecard: New Applications
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Students are advised to discuss the project online with their potential supervisor.

Review Criteria and Weighting Description

1. Academic merit (35%) Average percentage mark for the honours degree if completed; 
or 
Average percentage mark for major subjects in the final-year undergraduate courses or postgraduate 
certificate courses (NQF level 7) for applicants currently registered for the honours degree; 
or 
Average percentage mark for major subjects in the third-year undergraduate courses for applicants in 
the final year of a four-year undergraduate degree. 

2. Completion time for previous 
degree (15%) 

Time taken to complete the honours degree if completed; 
or 
Time taken to complete the undergraduate degree or postgraduate certificate courses (NQF level 7) if 
the honours degree is in progress; 
or 
Time taken to complete third-year undergraduate courses for applicants in the final year of a four-year 
undergraduate degree. 

3. Priority Research Area (20%) Research aligned with one of the national research priority areas. 

4. Project Outline (30%) Provide an overview of your research concept and your proposed aims and objectives. 



Doctoral Funding Review Scorecard: New Applications
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Students are advised to discuss the project online with their potential supervisor.

Review Criteria and Weighting Description

1. Academic merit (30%) Percentage mark for the master's degree is completed; 
or 
If the master's degree is in progress, the average percentage mark for the honours degree; 
or 
Average percentage mark for major subjects in the final year of a four-year undergraduate degree. 

2. Completion time for previous 
degree (15%) 

Time taken for completion of the master's degree if completed; 
or 
If the master's degree is in progress, the time taken to complete the honours degree or four-year 
undergraduate degree. 

3. Track record or Research Outputs 
(15%)

Evidence of research outputs in accredited peer-reviewed publications and presentations at 
conferences/symposiums. 

4. Priority Research Area (10%) Research aligned with one of the national research priority areas. 

5. Originality of the Doctoral study 
(20%) 

Problem statement, Identified knowledge gaps relating to the study's problem statement, Aim, and 
Objectives.

6. Potential Impact of the research 
(Societal and/ or Knowledge) of the 
research (10%)

Potential to contribute to national research strategies and the strategic goals of the knowledge 
economy. 



Masters and Doctoral Extension Support Review Scorecard
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Review Criteria and Weighting Description

1. Progress to date (25%) Report on research work completed in fulfilment of the requirements for the degree. 

2. Reasons why the study could not be 
completed in the NRF maximum 
funding period (25%) 

Explanation of why the study could not be completed within the NRF funding period. 

3. Work plan to complete the degree 
within the indicated timeframes 
(50%) 

1. Work plan for six (6) or twelve (12) months, indicating activities for completion of master's or 
doctoral degree, indicating the start and completion date of each activity; 
2. Proposed date for submission of the dissertation for examination; 
3. Timelines for corrections to dissertation from reviewers; 
4. Details of manuscripts to be drafted and submission timelines; and 
5. Proposed graduation date. 



Progress Reporting for Continuing and 
New Students
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Progress Reporting for students
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Levels of study Opening date for 
progress reports

Cut off date for progress 
report

Number of Reports to be 
submitted at the end of 

the degree

Masters

November Annually Mid-February Annually 
(during the year of study) 

Two (2)

Doctoral Three (3)

Extension Support One (1)

• This is for students funded under the DSTI-NRF Postgraduate Student Funding Policy from 2021 and
the old funding policy.

• Students who do not submit Progress Reports as per the Condition of Grant will not receive continuation
funding for the 2026 academic year

• All students funded at either FCS or PCS or from the old Funding policy are required to submit
Progress Reports on the NRF connect on the indicated date below:



Appeals Process
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Procedural or Scientific Merit grounds of appeals

Appeals can fall into one of two categories viz. Procedural or Scientific Merit.  
• The following would constitute procedural grounds for appeal:

– Application improperly rejected as not appropriate to the Funding Opportunity or Call Category;
– Relevant information not provided to the assessment panel by the institution;
– Relevant information not considered by the assessment panel as per the initial application;
– Conflict of interest rules not followed by the assessment panel;
– Application reviewed by an inappropriate panel and/or reviewers;
– Administrative errors during processing of an application; and
– Violation of the NRF Postgraduate Call Framework and Application Guide.

• The following would constitute disputed scientific merit based on an unsuccessful outcome 
during the review process undertaken by the university:
– Scientific disagreement between the assessment panel and the applicant; or
– Evidence of bias against a ‘school of thought’ or philosophy of approach.
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Eligibility for appeal

• The appeals process will be undertaken by the university that reviewed the application.
• An applicant must have requested and received official review feedback on their application 

via their institutional research office before submitting an appeal.
• New ‘source’ material or information that was not included in the original application, e.g.,  

papers  published  since  the  submission  of  the  application  or  revisions  to  the 
application, cannot be taken into consideration in an appeal. This will render the appeal 
invalid.

• Appeals may not be lodged against the funding decision taken such as PCS funding or not 
being awarded funding due to budget constraints. Requests to reconsider a funding decision 
based on budget constraints and/or KPI targets do not constitute a valid appeal.

• Honours  students  are  not  eligible  for  appeal  on  scientific  merit  grounds  as  these 
applications do not undergo a scientific merit review.

• Only masters, doctoral and extension support students may lodge an appeal on scientific 
merit grounds.
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NRF Connect
Application Process
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NRF Connect with ORCID profile 

https://nrfconnect.nrf.ac.za

https://nrfconnect.nrf.ac.za/


Applicants already registered on ORCID, must sign in 
using one of the following options:
• ORCID iD 
• Email address linked with your ORCID profile
• Gmail account linked with your ORCID
• Facebook account linked with ORCID

ORCID ID – unique identifier as a researcher:
https://orcid.org/

NRF Connect with ORCID profile



• Applicants who are currently registered on the 
NRF Online Submission System, will be 
automatically logged in to NRF Connect with the 
ORCID profile.

• If you’re not registered on NRF Online Submission 
system, click ‘Register’ to register and create a 
profile on the new NRF Connect system.

NRF Connect with NRF profile



When logging a technical query, please send your 
application reference number (PMDS26…) and ORCID ID 
to Supportdesk@nrf.ac.za 

Make certain you upload your ID / Passport

mailto:Supportdesk@nrf.ac.za


Personal Information Sections







Select Masters or Doctoral
NB:  If you apply for a Masters 
Degree, the Doctoral degree will 
automatically disappear and vice 
versa.



*Compulsory section

Non-compulsory section





Academic Information Sections











Financial Need Sections

Applicants who were previously or currently funded by NSFAS or ISFAP, must upload proof of funding in a form of an official 
university stamped financial statement clearly showing that the funds are coming from these funders, a statement from the 
funder or a letter form NSFAS, ISFAP or the university stating that the applicant received funding from them.



Application Category Sections

CoE-MaSS UID

It is essential that you apply for a “Scholarship linked to NRF Funded Researcher” and use the 
CoE-MaSS UID – 91486.  
If you omit this step, your application will go to the “general pool” of applicants and will not be assessed by the
CoE-MaSS. 



Masters and Doctoral Applications



This is the institution where you intend 
studying at, in 2026





Example: Masters applicant, still busy with honours = list info related to your final year undergraduate degree

Note: GPA for the previous degree is confirmed upon take-up of award. If <65% obtained, scholarship will be cancelled.



Details of Research – Masters 

• Applicants must give a concise overview of the proposed research in this section as the 
input is taken into consideration during the review of the application. Appropriate literature 
references must also be included in this section. 

• Review the rubric on slide 20.





• Applicants must give a concise overview of the proposed research in this section as the 
input is taken into consideration during the review of the application. Appropriate literature 
references must also be included in this section. 

• Review the rubric on slide 21.

Details of Research – Doctoral





Make certain that you have 
discussed your proposed research 
with your prospective supervisor.  
They must also write a 
recommendation.  Without this, 
your application will be rejected!

Please read the Framework Documents of the Call you are 
applying for to determine what attachments are compulsory.



Before Submitting

• Preview your application and read it carefully.
• Make certain you have included all the compulsory 

attachments as well as the Supervisor recommendation.
• Edit the information where necessary.
• Download the previewed document and send a copy to the 

CoE-MaSS:  coe-mass@wits.ac.za
• SUBMIT to the NRF

mailto:coe-mass@wits.ac.za


Do not leave your application to the last minute

There are always system issues, and you will need time to sort 
them out with the NRF



Who to Contact at your 2026 Institution: Internal

What is an NRF Designated Authority (NRF DA)

• NRF DA’s are the link between researchers/students/applicants at an institution, and the 
funder (NRF). Application queries should start at your DA as your first port of call 

• The DA’s are usually located in your Research/Postgraduate/Student Support Office at your 
2026 host institution. You can ask your 2026 Supervisor who this person is at your 2026 
institution if you are unsure

• They review for eligibility, completeness and correctness before submitting to NRF
• Ensure that all required attachments are correct and uploaded
• The DA can reopen your application for editing, if/when required – please note that the 

CoE-MaSS CANNOT assist with this

• Make sure to include your application reference number when querying your application. 

https://www.nrf.ac.za/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/The-Role-of-the-DA.pdf


Who to contact at the NRF: External

Your 2026 institutional DA should always be your first port of call regarding your 
application, however, you may also need to contact the NRF with additional queries. 

Contact Details for Technical NRF Connect Enquiries 
For Online Submission Technical Enquiries, please contact the NRF Support Desk on weekdays, during 
office hours (08:00 to 16:30 Monday to Friday): E-mail: supportdesk@nrf.ac.za.  

Contact Details for the Funding Opportunities 
Queries related to specific funding opportunities can be directed to postgraduatequeries@risa.nrf.ac.za.  
The subject line of your email must have the following information in order to be routed correctly: 
• Level i.e., Honours, Master’s or Doctoral 
• Funding opportunity e.g., General, SARChI, CoEs, NRF-MINDS, Manus MatSci 
• Application reference number starting with prefix PMDS26… 

mailto:supportdesk@nrf.ac.za
mailto:postgraduatequeries@risa.nrf.ac.za


Thank you


	Applying for DSTI-NRF Postgraduate Funding�for 2026
	Criteria for allocation of funding
	Targets for Bursary Allocation to Support Transformation
	Postgraduate Call Documents – READ CAREFULLY
	NRF Application Screening Process
	Eligibility Criteria�
	Citizenship Eligibility and Funding Period for Postgraduate Student Funding
	Eligibility criteria for First Time Applicants
	Indicative Funding Values
	Applicable Allowances for 2026: FCS and PCS
	Financial Means Test for Continuing Masters and Doctoral students
	Timelines for the Application Call
	Single NRF online application
	Students' applications opening and closing dates 
	Ad-hoc application process
	Review Process and Standardised Scorecard
	Review of Applications by HEIs
	Honours Funding Review Scorecard: New Applications
	Masters Funding Review Scorecard: New Applications
	Doctoral Funding Review Scorecard: New Applications
	Masters and Doctoral Extension Support Review Scorecard
	Progress Reporting for Continuing and �New Students
	Progress Reporting for students
	Appeals Process
	Procedural or Scientific Merit grounds of appeals
	Eligibility for appeal
	NRF Connect�Application Process
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Slide Number 30
	Slide Number 31
	Slide Number 32
	Slide Number 33
	Slide Number 34
	Slide Number 35
	Slide Number 36
	Slide Number 37
	Slide Number 38
	Slide Number 39
	Slide Number 40
	Slide Number 41
	Slide Number 42
	Slide Number 43
	Slide Number 44
	Masters and Doctoral Applications�
	Slide Number 46
	Slide Number 47
	Slide Number 48
	Slide Number 49
	Slide Number 50
	Slide Number 51
	Slide Number 52
	Slide Number 53
	Before Submitting
	Slide Number 55
	Who to Contact at your 2026 Institution: Internal
	Who to contact at the NRF: External
	Slide Number 58

